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FROM LIBRARY FUTURES
ANOTHER YEAR FIGHTING FOR LIBRARIES

Library Futures began as a scrappy nonprofit in the middle of a global pandemic, matured into our home
at NYU Law, and now celebrates our fourth year as a mature, fierce, and central voice in the fight for
digital library rights. We serve as a research hub, an advocacy center, a policy shop, and a convener of
digital rights advocates around the country.

We are proud to be the organization where so many in the library world have found a proactive home
where they can learn, experiment, research, grow, and fight for their rights, and we look forward to
continuing our work for years to come.

As we wrote in The Blue Skies Statement: An Equitable Policy Vision for Libraries, we work now
"not from defeatism but from hope, not from resignation but from inspiration, not from the belief that we
are powerless but from the knowledge that, together, we can build a better future." We carry that
forward into the next year.

2024 was a huge year for us; we were able to reach thousands of supporters with our mission and
vision of equity. Thank you for being a part of that community. We hope to see you all in the coming
year, whether in person or on the internet!

Warmly,

Jennie Rose Halperin,
Executive Director, Library Futures
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https://www.libraryfutures.net/policy-vision

Library Futures is the vanguard nonprofit
organization uncovering and confronting
the fundamental policy issues that
threaten libraries in the digital age.

Through fresh research, visionary policy
and advocacy initiatives, and engaging
education efforts, Library Futures
empowers these critical audiences with
the information and resources they need
to protect, advocate for, and advance a
fair digital future for libraries and the
communities they serve.
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2024 saw Library Futures launch our flagship ebook
advocacy site E-Books for Us. With interactive games
illustrated by Kenny Keil, E-Books for Us offers an
entertaining and engaging way to educate library workers
and patrons on the inequitable ebook market — and what
we can do about it.

Our Principles on Library Ownership of Digital Books CONTACT YOUR

made their first real-world foray with the Digital Public REPRESENTATIVES
Library of America’s collection of ebooks libraries can ABOUT E-BOOKS!
own.

With the help of our community, we engaged Hoopla on
their junk content.
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We signed on to statements and amicus briefs in court cases and legislation with far-reaching
implications for libraries and digital library lending, including Sony v. Cox, NetChoice, the Hachette v.
Internet Archive appeal, and the Pro Codes Act.
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https://ebooksforus.com/
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/introducing-principles-on-library-ownership-of-digital-books
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/dpla-digital-ownership
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/dpla-digital-ownership
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/hooplas-content-problem

We cosponsored Weird Tales from the Public Domain with the Internet Archive and Necromancers of
the Public Domain with the Engelberg Center at NYU.
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And, of course, we launched Copyright and Technology Scribblings
(CATS is just an acronym, okay?), our lighthearted look at all the library
copyright news that’s fit to scratch.

We continued our educational efforts by providing multiple continuing education opportunities for our
community and by continuing our flagship internship program, which helps train the next generation of
library policy and advocacy professionals.

We learned How to Read a Contract
with Sandra Aya Enimil, Program
Director for Scholarly Communication
and Information Policy at Yale Library
~ / 4 and ONEAL Project founders Scarlet
el : Jor Galvan and Katharine V. Macy.
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R - the US: A History.

And we rounded out the year with our Meet Me at the Library Book Talk with Shamichael Hall, Sierra
Sangetti Daniels of News Futures, and Jennie Garner of the North Liberty Public Library.

Our flagship internship program welcomed twelve students and recent graduates with a wide range of
backgrounds and interests spanning PhD candidates, information science graduate students, law
students, and high-performing undergraduates.

Our 2024 cohort contributed to research on Open Educational Resources (OER) in public libraries,
digital censorship in U.S. libraries, and the role of libraries in creating a sustainable digital future.

Library Futures 2024 Annual Report


https://archive.org/details/weird-tales-from-the-public-domain-1928
https://cats.libraryfutures.net/
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/how-to-read-a-contract
https://oneal-project.org/
https://archive.org/details/campus-protests-in-the-us-video
https://archive.org/details/campus-protests-in-the-us-video
https://youtu.be/tzpa_61h5p0?si=ykWyLzvQltRf5c0I
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/new-research-report-oer-in-public-libraries
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/neo-censorship-in-u-s-libraries
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/libraries-in-a-material-world-the-role-of-repair-energy-and-education-in-library-sustainability

Get Ready, Get Set, e _
Research! = KEEPING AN OPEN MIND

New Research on Open Educational

Keeping an Open Mind: OER in Public Resources (OER) in Public Libraries

Libraries, our research on the role OER do and
can play in public libraries, was featured in
conference presentations and posters at OER24,
the American Library Association annual
conference, the Association of Small and Rural
Libraries conference, and Open Texas.
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2024 also saw Library Futures welcome our first
research grant recipients. The Lounsbery
Foundation generously provided the funding that
allowed us to fund the research for five big, bold
ideas in digital librarianship. Outputs from our first
research cohort will be presented at the American Library Association conference in 2025.

We made the news — and so did the issues we work on!
Library Futures in the Media

Tech Tuesday: How Columbus libraries navigate the rising cost of e-books
Library Futures Introduces “E-Books for Us” Website

ALA 2024: Librarians Showcase Creativity

E-books are expensive for libraries. Some states are trying to change that

US Election - the risk for libraries - CILIP: the library and information association
American Libraries Direct

Library Punk Episode 141 - Library Futures feat. Jennie Rose Halperin

US e-book lending boom pits publishers against libraries

Opinion: E-books interfere with libraries’ core mission

FEATURE - The State of Digital Content in Public Libraries

In a new information age, news outlets are partnering with public libraries
The Week in Libraries: August 2, 2024
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https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/new-research-report-oer-in-public-libraries
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/new-research-report-oer-in-public-libraries
https://www.libraryfutures.net/post/library-futures-announces-research-grant-recipients
https://www.wosu.org/show/all-sides/2024-05-28/tech-tuesday-how-columbus-libraries-navigate-the-rising-cost-of-e-books
https://www.infodocket.com/2024/02/15/library-futures-introduces-e-books-for-us-website/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/95414-ala-2024-librarians-showcase-creativity.html
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/29/nx-s1-5091277/e-books-are-expensive-for-libraries-some-states-are-trying-to-change-that
https://www.cilip.org.uk/news/685877/US-Election---the-risk-for-libraries.htm
https://americanlibraryassociation.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTE3OTY5MzImc3Vic2NyaWJlcmlkPTExMTk5MzE0OTQ=
https://www.librarypunk.gay/e/141-library-futures-feat-jennie-rose-halperin/
https://www.context.news/ai/us-e-book-lending-boom-pits-publishers-against-libraries
https://www.ctinsider.com/opinion/article/opinion-e-books-interfere-libraries-core-18695477.php
https://www.infotoday.com/cilmag/jun24/Blackwell-Parker--2024-The-State-of-Digital-Content-in-Public-Libraries.shtml
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/news-library-partnerships-dallas-tx/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/95640-the-week-in-libraries-august-2-2024.html

Our Community

Library Futures is nothing without
you. If we saw you in person in
2024 at one of our social events at
the Public Library Association
conference, the American Library
Association conference, or
Necromancers of the Public
Domain, hello again!

If you got to know us through our
webinars, our mailing list, or, of
course, CATS (it’s just an
acronym!), we hope to see more of
you online or in person!

Thank you to each and every one of you who has read a newsletter or blog post, attended a webinar or
event, or liked or shared a social media post. You mean the world to us!

e On our website, libraryfutures.net, where you can sign up for our low-volume newsletter
¢ Follow us on social media @libraryfutures on Bluesky, LinkedIn, Instagram, and Facebook
¢ And reach out at info@libraryfutures.net!
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